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world from the noumenal reality. It does not mean that the
phenomenal world is transitory, imperfect, and relative, does not
point towards an eternal, perfect, and absolute existence. It is
right that the Madhyamika does not claim to explain how the
world of things is produced1; in this direction he makes no con-
structive effort. And this is quite reasonable; for it is preposterous
to deduce the phenomenal world from something which is emphati-
cally declared to be inexpressible. But this does not imply that
what is inexpressible has no being or existence. Only because this
reality is inexpressible does the Madhyamika declare that he has
no thesis of his own. For if he has to put forward a thesis, he has
to give some determination; but that would be to contradict his
own position that reality is beyond determinations. As his thesis
is that reality is beyond determinations, he has to prove that no
determination is true. And this he does with great depth of
thought and ability. He never says that there is no truth. And he
contends that even-thing determinate given as truth, including
the four noble truths, by Buddha himself, is not ultimately true.
When expounding these truths, the Madhyamika says, Buddha
had in his mind the lower intellects.
VII
INTRODUCTION   TO  THE  VIJNANAVADINS
The next school of the Mahayana, namely, the Yogacara, is not
satisfied without a constructive system which explains how the
world has come to be and what its source is. They are not content
with a mere pointing to the ultimate reality without also showing
how the phenomenal world came out of it. This school seems to
have some popularity in Tibet, China, Mongolia and Japan,
where it has developed into a number of sub-schools.
The Absolute of the Madhyamikas, their Sunya or Nirvana, is
regarded as bliss, though it is said to be beyond consciousness.
But the expression "beyond consciousness" came to be under-
stood as "devoid of consciousness," and the state of Nirvana
was conceived to be unconscious. But how can there be bliss
without consciousness? Hence the Yogacarins, differing from the"
Madhyamika, asserted that Nirvana was pure consciousness or
visuddhavijndna. For this reason they are called the Vijnana-
vadins, and regard the Madhyamika as ucchedavdda, in spite of
1 Cp. MMhyamikakarikds, p. 12.
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